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INTRODUCTION. 


HIS Remarkable Prophecy has been 
carefully Reviſed, Corrected, and Im- 


proved; alſo ſome Account. given of 
our Author Robert Nixon, who was but a kind 
of Idiot, and uſed to be employed in following 
the Plough. He had lived in ſome Farmers 
Families, and was their Drudge and their 
Jeſt. At laſt Thomas Cholmondeley of Vale- 
Royal, Eſq; took him into his Houſe, and he 
lived there when he compos'd this Prophe- 
cy, which he deliver'd with as much Gravity 
and Solemnity, as if he had been an Oracle; 
and it was obſery'd, that though the Fool 
was a Driveler, and could not ſpeak Com- 


mon Senſe when he was uninſpired ; yet in 
delivering his Prophecies he ſpoke plainly and 


ſenſibly ; how truly will be ſhewn in the fol- 
lowing Pages. 

As to the Credit of this Prophecy ; I dare 
fay it is as well atteſted as any of Noſtra- 
damus's or Merlin's, and has come to paſs as 
well as the beſt of Squire Bicgerſtaff's: The 


latter, the greateſt Prophet of the laſt Century. 


Now, I would not have any Body laugh at it 
merely becauſe it is a Prophecy. Some ungod- 
ly People think there has been no Witch ſince 
the Witch of Endor, nor no Prophet ſince 


Malachi ; but it is plain enough, that Great 


Men have in all Ages had Recourſe to Prophe- 

Cy as well as the Vulgar. Fortune-telling isin 

the Low Kind of Prophecy; and yet thoſe 
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121 1 
Minor Prophets, the Fortune-tellers, have 
many Advocates to argue, and, if you pleaſe, 
to prove the Truth and Importance of their 
Predictions. Not to give Inſtances out of An- 
cient Hiſtory of the Wonders performed by 
Eng liſb, Scots, and Iriſb Prophets; the moſt 
Modern Story furniſhes us with Examples of 
the greateſt Monarchs that have received Com- 
fort from the Art of Scoth-ſaying. I would 
not have all grave Perſons deſpiſe the Inſpira- 
tion of Nixon. The late French King gave 
Audience to an inſpired Farrier, and rewarded 
him with a hundred Piſtoles for his Propheti- 
cal Intelligence; though by what I can learn, 
he did not come near our Nixon for Grfts. 


The Cbeſbire Prophecy has ſo many Odd- 


neſſes in it, that I am ſure the Reader will be 
glad to ſee a Thing which is as well known in 
that County-Palatine, as Mother Shipton's in 
Yorkſhire, The Simplicity, the Circum- 
ſtances, and Hiſtory of it are ſo remarkable, 
that I could not help communicating it to the 


Publick, who, I hope, will be as much de- 


lighted with it as I was myſelf. By the way, 
this is not a Prophecy of to-day ; tis as old as 
the Pouder-Plot, and the Story will make it 
appear, that there is as little Impoſture in it 
as the Jacobites pretend there is in the Perſon 
it ſeems to havean Eye to; but whether they. 


are both Impoſtors alike or not, I leave it to 
the Reader to determine, | 5 


J. Oldmixon, 
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The PROPHECY. 


2 
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T: the Reign of King Jamzs the FirP, 


there lived a Fool, whoſe Name was 
Nixox. One Day he came in from Plough 
out of the Field, and laying down the Things 
he had in his Hands, he remained a little 
while in the Dumps, and then with a hoarſe 
Voice, ſaid, Now I will PROPHESY. 
Then he ſpoke as follows, 
N ben a Raven ſhall build in a Stone-Lion's 
Mouth on the Top of a Church in Cheſhire, 
then a King of England ſhall be driven out of 
bis Kingdom, and never return more. 
When an Eagle ſhall fit on the Top of the 
Houſe, then an Heir ſhall be born to the Chol- 
mondeley's Family; and this Heir ſhall live to 
fee England invaded by Foreigners, who ſhall 
proceed ſo far as a Town in Cheſhire; but a 
Miller, named Peter, Hall be born with two 
Heels on one Foot, and at that Time living in a 
Mill of Mr. Cholmondeley's, be ſhall be Inſtru- 
mental in delivering the Nation. The Perſon who 
then governs the Nation will be in Trouble and 
full about: The Invading King ſhall be killed, 
laid a-crofs a Horſe's Back like a Calf, and led in 
Triumph. The Miller having been Inſtrumental 


o 


in it, ſhall bring forth the Perſon that then go- 
verns the Kingdom, and be knighted for what be 


Kalbe and Geer tht, Eogland lll ee happy 
ays:. A young new Set of Men of Virtuous 
* 3 47 TS : L , 
Manners ſhall come, whoſhall proſper and make 
'@ Elouriſhing Church ſor Two Hundred Years. 
1 : 40 1 5 =O 8 B 2 1 
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Th FIN TDIAL 
os a Token of the Truth of all this, a Wall 
ef Mr. Cholmondeley's ſhall fall: If it fall 
downwards, the Church ſhall be oppreſſed, and 
1 rie no more; but if 'upwards next the riſin 
4 Hill on the Side of it, then it ſhall flouriſh a- 
|: gain. Under this Wall ſhall be found the Bones 

of a Britiſh King. | 
A Pond ſhall run with Blood three Days, 
and the Crofs Stone Pillar in the Foreſt fink 
Jo low into the Ground, that a Crow from the 
Top of it ſhall drink of the beſt Blood in 
England. 
A Boy ſhall be born with three Thumbs, and 
ſhall hold three Kings Horſes, while England 
ſhall three Times be Won and Loft in one Day. 


The Original may be ſeen in ſeveral Fami- 
lies in that County, and is particularly in the 
Hands of Mr. Egerton of Olton, with many 
other Remarkables ; as, that Peckforton Wind- 
Mill ſhould be removed to Ludditon-Hill ; 
that there ſhould be fo great a Slaughter of 
Men, that Horſes ſaddled ſhould run about 
till their Girths rotted away. But this is ſuf- 

ficient to prove Nixon as great a Prophet as 
Partridge, and we ſhall give other_Proofs of 
it before we have done with him. 

I know your Prophets are generally for 
Raw-Head and Bloody-Bones, and therefore 
do not mind it much ; or I might add, that 
Olton- Mill ſhall be driven with Blood inſtead 
of Water. But theſe Sooth-Sayers are great 
Butchers, and every Hall is with them a 

 $laughter-Houſe, © Now 


1 

- Now as for Authorities to prove this Pro- 
phecy to be Genuine, and how it has been 
hitherto accompliſhed, I might refer myſelf 
to the whole County of Cheſbire where it is in 
every one's Mouth, and has been fo theſe 
Forty Years. As much as I have of the Ma- 
nuſcript was ſent me by a Perſon of Senſe and 
Veracity, as little given to Viſions as any 
Body. For my own Part, I build nothing on 
this or any other Prophecy, only there is ſome- 
thing ſo very odd in the Story, and ſo pat in 
. the wording of it, that I cannot help giving 
it as I found it. | 


The Family of the Cholmondeleys is very an- 


cient in this County, and takes it's Name from 
a Place ſo called near Nantwich; there are alſo 
Cholmton and Cholmondeſton; but the Seat of 
that Branch of the Family, which kept our 
Prophet Nixon, is at Yale-Royal, on the Ri- 
ver Wever in de la Mere Foreſt. It was for- 


merly an Abbey, founded by Edward I. and 


came to the Cholmondeleys from the Famous 
Family of the Holcrofts. When Nixon pro- 
pheſied, this Family was near being extinct, 
the Heir having married Sir Walter St. Tobn's 
Daughter, a Lady not eſteemed very young, 
who notwithſtanding being with Child, fell 
in Labour, and continued ſo for ſome Days 
(during which Time an Eagle ſet upon the 
Houſe-Top, and flew away when ſhe was 
delivered, which proved to be a Son). | 


A Raven is alſo known to have built in a 


Stone-Lion's Mouth in the Steeple of the 
_ Church 
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Church of Owervin the Foreſt of de la . 
Not long before the Abdiéstion of King 
Jama; the Wall ſpoken'bt fell down, and 
fell upwards ; and in reryoving' the Rubbiſh, 
were found the Bonts'iefia Man of more than 
ordinaty Size. A Pond at the ſame Dime ran 
with Water that had à reddiſh Tirttare, and 
was never known to have done ſo before or fince. 
. » Headleſs-Croſs in the Foreſt," which in _ 
Memory of Man was ſeveral:Rot high, is 
now;ſfunk within half a Foot of the Ground. 
- In the Pariſh of Budworth, a'Boy was born 
about eighteen Years ago with three Thumbs; 
the Youth is ſtill living there, and the Miller 
Peterlives in Nazginſhire Mills, in Expecta- 
tion af fulfilling this Prophecy on the Perſon 
of Perkin: He hath alſo two Heels on one 
Foot, but I find he does not intend to make 
uſe of them, for he is a bold Briton, and a 
Loyal Subject to King GEORGE, Zealous 
| far: the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious 
-Honlſe of Hanover, has a Vote for the Knights 
of the Shice, and never fails to give it on the 
right Side; in a word, Peter will prate or 
box for the good Cauſe that Nixon has liſted 
bim in; and if he does not do the Buſineſs, 
this muſt be fad of him, that no Man will 
bid fairer for it; which the Lady Egerton was 
fo appr ehenfive of, that wiſhing well to a- 
— Reſtoration, ſhe often inſtigated her 
Huſband to turn him out of the Mill; but he 
looked 2 it as A ran and a9 Peter ſtill 

don 
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continues there, in hopes of being as good 'a 
Knight as Sir Philip his Landlord was, | 
Ofthis Peter I have been told that the Lady 
Narcliſ of Chelſea, and the Lady St. Jobn of 
Batterſea, have often been heard to talk, and 
that they both aſſerted the Truth of our Pro- — 
phecy and it's Accompliſhment, with Particu- 
lars which are more extraordinary than any 
I have yet mentioned. The Noiſe of Nzxor's 
Predictions reaching the Ears of King James 
the Firſt, he would needs fee this Fool, who ; 
cried and made ado, that he might not go to | 
Court; and the Reaſon that he gave, was, 
That he ſhould be ſtarved. (A very whimſical 
Fancy of his: Courts are not Places where 
People uſe to ſtarve in, when they once 
come there, whatever they did before.) The 
King being informed of N:xoz's refuſing to 
come, ſaid, he would take particular Care that 
he ſhould not be ſtarved, and ordered him to 
be brought up. Nixon cried out, he was ſent 
for again; and ſoon after the Meſſenger ar- 
rived, who brought him up from Cheſbire. 
How, or whether he propheſied to his Majeſty, 
no Body can tell; but he is not the firſt Fool 
that has made a good Court Prophet. That 
Nixon might be well provided for, twas or- 
dered he ſhould be kept in the Kitchen, where 
he grew ſo troubleſome in licking and picking 
the Meat, that the Cooks locked him up in a 
Hole, and the King going on a ſudden from 
Hampton-Court to London, they forgot — 
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(8] 
Fool in the Hurry, and he was really ſtarved 
to Death. 
There are a great many Paſſages of this 
Fool-Prophet's Life and Sayings tranſmitted 
by Tradition from Father to Son in this 
County Palatine; as that when he lived with a 
Farmer before he was taken into Mr. Cholmonde- 
leys Family, he goared an Ox fo cruelly, that 
one of the Ploughmen threatned to beat him 
for abuſing his Maſter's Beaſt. Nixon ſaid, My 
Maſter's Beaſt will not be his three Days. A 
Life in an Eſtate dropping in that Time, the 
Lord of the Manor took the ſame Ox for a 
Herriot. This Account, as Whimſical and 
Romantic as it is, was told to the Lady Com- 
per in the Year 1670, by Dr. Patrick, late Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, then Chaplain to Sir Walter St. 
Fohn ; and that Lady had the following far- 
ther Particulars relating to this Prophecy, and 
the fulfilling of many Parts of it, from Mrs. 
Chute, Siſter to Mrs. Cholmondeley of Vale- 
Royal, who affirmed, | | 

That a Multitude of People gathering toge- 
ther to ſee the Eagle before-mentioned, the 
Bird was frightened from her Young ; that ſhe 
herſelf was one of them, and the Cry among 
the People was, Nixon's Prophecy is fulfilled, 
and we ſhall have a foreign King. She declared, 
that ſhe read over the Prophecy many Times, 
when her Siſter was with Child of the Heir 
who now enjoys the Eſtate, She particularly 
remembred that King James the II. was plain- 
ly pointed at, and that it was foretold he 
ſhould 


[9] 

ſhould endeavour to ſubvert the Laws and Reli- 
gion of this Kingdom, for which Reaſon they 
would riſe and turn him out ; that the Eagle of 
which Nixon propheſied perched in one of the 
Windows all the Time her Siſter was in Labour. 
She ſaid it was the biggeſt Bird ſhe ever ſaw; 
that it was in a deep Snow, and that it perched 
on the Edge of a great Bow-Window, which 
had a large Border on the Outſide, and that ſhe 
and many others opened the Window to try to 
ſcare it away, but it would not ſtir till Mrs. 
Cholmondeley was delivered; after which it took 
a Flight to a great Tree over-againſt the Room 
her Siſter lay-in, where having ſtaid about three 
Days, it flew away in the Night. She affirmed 
farther to the Lady Cowper, that the falling of 
the Garden- Wall was a thing not to be queſtion- 
ed, it being in ſo many Peoples Memory: That 
it was foretold, that the Heir of Vale- Royal ſhould 
live ſee to England invaded by Foreigners, and 
that he ſhould fight bravely for his King and 
his Country: That the Miller mentioned, is 
alive, and expects to. be Knighted, and is in the 
very Mill that is foretold : That he ſhould kill 
two Invaders who would come in, the one from 
the Weſt, the other from the North: That he 
from the North ſhould bring with him of all 
Nations, Swedes, Danes, Germans, and Dutch ; 
and that in the Folds of his Garments he ſhould 
' bring Fire and Famine, Plague and Murther : 
That many great Battles ſhould be fought in 
England, one' upon London-Bridge, which would 
be ſo Bloody, that People ſhould ride in Lon- 
| C £ don 
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ahn Streets up to their Horſes Bellies in Blood: 
That ſeveral other Battles ſhould be fought up and 
*down- moſt Parts of Cheſhire; and that the laſt 
that ever would be fought in England ſhould be 
on de le Mere Foreſt : That the Heir of Olton, 
whoſe Name 1s n, and has married Earl 
: Cholmondeley's Siſter, ſhould be hanged up at his 
own Gate, | 
Taſiiy, He fortels great Glory and Proſperity 
to thoſe who ſtand up in Defence of their Laws 
and Liberties, and Ruin and Miſery to thoſe 
that ſhould betray them. He ſays, the Year be- 
fore this would happen, Bread-Corn would be 
very dear, and that the Year following more 
Troubles ſhould begin, which would laſt three 
Years; that the firſt would be Moderate, the 
fecond Bloody, and the third Intolerable ; that 
unleſs they were ſhortened, no Mortal could bear 
them ; and that there were no Miſchiefs, but what 
poor England would feel at that Time. But 
that GE OR GE, the Son of GEORGE, 
ſhould put an End to all. That afterwards the 
Church ſhould flouriſh, and England be the 
moſt Glorious Nation upon Earth. The ſame 
Lady Cowper was not content to take theſe Par- 
ticulars from Mrs. Chute, but ſhe enquired of Sir 
Tomas Aſion of the Truth of this Prophecy; 
and he atteſted it was in great Reputation in 
Cheſhire, and that the Facts were known by 
every one to have happened as Nixon ſaid they 
would ; adding, that the Morning before the 
Garden-Wall fell, his Neighbour Mr. Cho/- 
mondeley going to ride out a Hunting, faid, as he 
2 5 paſſed 
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paſſed by it, Nixon ſeldom fails, but now I think 
be will; for be foretold that this Day my _—_ 
Wall would fall, and I think it looks as i it 
would ſtand theſe forty Tears: That he ha — 
been gone a Quarter of an Hour before the Wall 
ſplit, and fell upwards againſt the Riſing of the 
Hill, which, as Nixon would have it, was . 
Preſage of a Flouriſhing Church, © 

As to the —— of Peckforton-Miill, it was 
done by Sir Jahn Crew, the Mill having loſt it's 
Trade there, for which he ordered it to be et 
upon Ludditon-Hill; and being aſked if he did 
it to fulfih t the Prophecy, he End, he never 
thought © of it. I my (alt have. enquired of a 
Perſon who knows Mr. Cholmonaeley's Pond as 
well as Roſamond's.in St, James's Park, and; he 
aſſured me the Falling of the Wall, and the 
Pond running Blood, as they call it, are Facts 
which in Cheſhire: any one would be reckoned 
mad for making the leaſt Queſtion of them. 
As there are ſeveral Particulars in this Prophecy, 
which remain unfulfilled ;' ſo when they come 
to paſs ſome other Circumſtanees may be added, 
which are not convenient to be told Hill they be 
accompliſhed. 

If I had a mind to look into the Antiquities 
of this County, I might find that Prodigies and 
Prophecies are no unuſual Things there. Cam- 
den tells us, that at Brereton, not many Miles 
from Vale-Royal, which gave Name to a Famous, 
Ancient, Numerous, and Knightly Family, there 
is a Thing as ſtrange as the Perching of the Eagle, 
or the Falling of the Wall, which he ſays was at- 

Ca teſted 


1 22 
teſted to him by many Perſons and was com- 
monly believed: That before any Heir of this Fa- 
mily dies, there ate ſeen in a Lake adjoining, the 
Bodies of Trees Swimming upon the Water for ſe- 
veral Days together. He likewiſe adds, that near 
the Abbey of St. Maurice in Burgundy, there is a 
Fiſh-pond, in which-a Number of Fiſhes are put 
equal to the Number of Monks of that Place; 
and if any one of them bappens to be fick, there is 
a Fiſh ſeen floating on the Water ; and in Caſe the 
Fit of Sickneſs proves fatal to the Monk, the Fiſh 
foretels it by his own Death ſome Days before. 
This the learned Camden relates in his Deſcrip- 
tion of Cheſhire, and the Opinion of the Trees 
ſwimming in the Lake near Brereton, prevails all 
about the County to this Day, only with this 
Difference, that ſome ſay 'tis one Log that ſwims, 
and ſome fay many. 
| Lancaſhire, which is not far off, has been fa- 
mous for Vitebes, and I am afraid Cheſhire is a 
little infected by it's Neighbourhood. Thoſe that 
will not believe our Prophecy, may let it alone; 
but if Hope is a good Help to Faith, I ſhall not 
be long among the Incredulous. 7 
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The LIFE of NIXON. 
o ddr, OLDMIXOM. 


1 


Have read over your Cheſbire Prophecy, and 

muſt needs ſay, that what you have added 
is to be found in the Original, written in Dog- 
grel Verſe: I have read it over and over; and 
though it is longer than your Prophecy, yet I 
think the Subſtance of it is there; . and I 
ſhall now give you ſome material Paſſages, which 
will ſerve to make your Prophecy compleat. To 
theſe I ſhall add a ſhort Account of his Life, as 
I have been able to inform myſelf of it by Old 
People. I could meet with but one Man who 
remembred the Prophet, and that was Old Mood- 
man of Copnal. 

He ſays, that Nixon was a ſhort ſquab Fellow; 
had à great Head, and goggle Eyes; that he 
uſed to drivel as he ſpoke, which was very rarely, 
and was extremely ſurly. He particularly had a 
Spite againſt Children, and would run after them 
to beat them when they came in his Way, eſpe- 
cially if they made Sport with him, as he ſaid 
they uſed to do, and himſelf among the reſt, 
when he was a Lad. He was at firſt Plough- 
Boy to Farmer Crowton of Swanlw, and fo 
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Kubborn, that they could make him do nothing 
without Beating, They could ſeldom get any 
Thing out of him but Yes and No; and if he 
ſpoke much more 'twas unintelligible; nay, he 
would hardly ſay No and 77s, unleſs he was 
pinched by Hunger. He had a very good Stomach; 
and the Report was, that he would eat up a 
Shoulder of Mutton at a Meal, if they would 
let him, and a good Luncheon of Bread and 
Cheeſe after it. The People had, it ſeems, a 
ſtrange Reverence even for his Stupidity; and iy 
took his Silence to be like that of an Oracle, as 
portentous as if he Propheſied. 

The firſt Time that he was found out to be a 
Prophet was upon this Occaſion. Farmer Crow- 
ton being one Day at Plough in a Field, near the 
River Weaver in Swanlow Pariſh, and his Boy 
 Nixonfollowing him, the Boy ſtopt on a ſudden, 
dropt his Bottle and Budget which he carried 
to Field with him, and ſtood motionleſs. with 
his Eyes fixed towards Heaven, Neither Words 
nor Blows could get him out of this Trance for 
the Space of an Hour. When he recovered, he 
took up the Things he had dropt, and followed 
the Plough. His Maſter, and the Men, that 
were at Work in the ſame Field, ſtood by him 
.all the while, taking him to bein a Fit; but 
wondered till that he ſtood upright, and did not 
fall down. He himſelf ſeemed to be inſenſible of 
any Alteration that had happened to him. But 
for about a Quarter of an Hour after, he talked 
very rationally of ſeveral Things that had been 

done ſome Time before, and dropt ae?" 
of 
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of others that were to be done; which preſently 
made his Maſter, and thoſe that were with him, 
conclude that Nzxor's Dulneſs had ſomething ſa- 
cred in it; and that his Words were Oracles, 
eſpecially when ſome little Things he foretold 
fel out according to his Prediction. Twas with 
this Farmer that he lived when he propheſied of 
his Maſter's Ox, as is mentioned in his Pro- 
Pbec y. 

I muſt correct ſome Errors that you have been 
led into by the imperfect Copies of his Prophecy; 
as that about the Falling of the Wall, which 
ſome zealous People have applied to the Church; 
whereas, in Truth, it has a literal Reference to 
the State only. Woodman ſaid, the Common 
Tradition has been, That when the Wall belong- 
ing to Vale-Royal Houſe, fell down, it was to de- 
note ſome remarkable Change in the Government : 
That if 'twas a ſerene Day, and the Wall fell In- 
ward, it ſignified an advantageous and happy 
Change, but if it were a ſtormy Day, and fell 
Outward, and any of the Stones fell into the Brook, 
it figntfied the direct contrary, To this he added, 
that the Cholmondeley Family, whoſe Seat it was, 
kept ſeveral Workmen in Yearly Pay to ſupport 
the Wall, and every Month to inſpect it all round: 
That it was buttreſſed both within and without; 
and the Week before it fell, the Workmen gave in 
their Report, that it was ſo firong, it might rea- 
ſonably laſt an hundred Years without any Re- 

airs. | 

This, I aſſure you, is not only what the old 
Man told me, but what I have heard from a 
: vera 
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veral others and can get well atteſted, if it is 
thought proper: As alſo the Particulars of the 


Falling of the Wall; which are theſe : 


“Upon the fourth of Auguſt, 1688, about 11 
« a-Clock in the Forenoon being a calm and 
* clear Day, without the leaſt Breath of Wind, 
* that Wall fell flat Inwards all at once, and 
s not ſo much as one ſingle Stone fell Outwards.“ 


This happening ſo little a while before the 
Revolution, it was taken Notice of as an Acci- 
dent which was very much to our Advantage : 
And as there was a greater Riſing for the Prince 
of Orange in Cheſbire, than in any other County - 
in England, why may we not imagine that Nzxor's 

Prophecy contributed very much to it? 'The Ob- 
jection to this may be, that the Owner of the 
Houſe, Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq; was a Facobite ; 
and it is not likely that any Thing about him 
could bode well to the Revolution. But his being 
a Facobite gives the greater Authority to the Pre- 
diction, and the Fulfilling of it. For it 1s not 
likely that one who was an Enemy to the Prince 
of Orange, ſhould let a Miracle be wrought in 
his Houſe in favour of the Happy Change he ſoon 
after accompliſhed, I ſhould not have made this 
Digreſſion, had not ſome filly People almoſt as 
ſtupid as Nixon, but by no means ſo well gifted 
in Prophecy, given out, that the Falling of the 
Wall denoted the Riſing of the Pretender; and 
this too, juſt as he was running away from 
Scotland. 


I can- 
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I cannot help obſerving to you upon this Occa- 
ſion, that ſome of us in this County were ſtrangely 
ſpirited by your Prophecy. When the Rebels ad- 
vanced to Preſton, we were told that they intends 
ed to march through our County into Flintſhire 
and Denbighſhire; if they had, their Rout muſt 
have been through De /a Mere Foreſt, where 
Nixon lived and Prophefied; and the Miller 
Peter with his Countrymen, were reſolved to 
have given them ſuch a Reception, as would 
have given very great Credit to your Prophecy, 
which is abuſed when it has any Interpretation 
applied to it, that has an Eye to Popery and Slavery: 
For as great a Fool as Nixan was, he was not ſo 
ſtupid as our modern Zealots, nor ever dropt a 
Word againſt the Proteſtant Religion. 

To return to Old Woodman : He informed me 
further, that after it was known what a Prophet 
Farmer Crowton had in his Family, Mr. Cholmon- 
deley; ſent for the Fellow, and kept him at his 
Houſe, giving him in Charge to his Steward, 
whom he ordered to try whether he could make 
any Thing of him, and teach him to read. But 
Nixon's Stupidity increaſed upon him, the 
more the Steward endeavoured to improve 
him; and the moſt he could do with him, was 
to make him hold his Goad right, and drive Oxen 
at Plough. As he was once in the Field with the 
reſt of Mr Cholmondeley's Servants, he let fall his 
Goad on a ſudden, as he had dropt his Budget 
and Bottle formerly, He ſtood motionleſs after 
the ſame manner, with his Eyes fixed towards 
Heaven, The Servants talked to him, and beat 

__—.-: him 
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him to get him to his Work, and all to no Pur- 
poſe. He remained in a Sort of Trance for the 
Space of an Hour; and then recovering, he took 
up his Goad, and went on with his Buſineſs, as 
though nothing had befallen him. One of Mr. 
Cholmondeley's Men aſked him, What ailed him? 
And why he ſtood there ſo long? To whom Nixon 
replied, That he had ſeen thoſe Things which he 
could not tell them, and which Man never ſaw be- 
fore. He then diſcourſed to the Servants that 
crowded about him for near two Hours, and 
ſpoke as reaſonably as the beſt of them could have 
done, without any manner of Heſitation, In 
this Diſcourſe: | | 

He foretold the Civil Wars, the Death of King 
Charles I; he Reſtoration of King Charles II; 
the Abdication of King James II, the Revolution, 
and Glorious War with France, and the flouriſh- 
ing State of this Kingdom afterwards : Adding, 
theſe Things will as certainly happen, as that 1 
ſhall be ſent for by the King and ſtarved to Death. 
When he had finiſhed his Speech, he returned 
to his natural Dulneſs and Silence ; and unleſs he 
had been in one of his Trances, he was always 
dull and mute ; but while he was uttering his 
Prophecies, he ſpoke clearly, and with an Air 
of Aſſurance, that they would be accompliſhed. 
The Servants as ſoon as they came home, told their 
Maſter of this Prodigy; and Mr. Cholmondeley or- 
dered them to write down as much of it as they 
could remember, which they did, and it is pre- 
ſerved in that Family to this Day; together with 
tome leſs material Hints, as hard Weather, the 
Scarcity 
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| Scarcity of Proviſions, &c. which would certainly 
happen. That Family has always locked it up as 
a Treaſure, and whatever Pains I have taken to 
procure a Copy of it, I could never ſucceed, and 
deſpair now of getting it. Mr. Egerton of Olton, 
who is nearly related to the Cholmondeley Family, 
has a Copy of it alſo, but he will not part with 
it. Both of thoſe Families do lay great ſtreſs on 
Nixon's Predictions; and, I muſt tell you, they 
are two of the moſt antient and honourable Fa- 
milies in our County. 

You have mentioned N;xor's being ſent for to 
Court by King James the Firſt. Woodman ſays 
it was thus; when he came to Court, that King 
gave him in Charge to one of his Officers, com- 
manding him to keep him in cloſe Confinement, 
and to make ſtrict Obſervations on his Behaviour, 
that he might be aſſured there was nothing of 
Impoſture in him. This Gentleman kept Nixon 
locked up, and going in a Hurry with the King 
to Theobalds, he forgot to take care of him, and 
leave him Proviſions till his Return; by which 
means he was ſtarved to Death. It muſt be ob- 
| ſerved that Nixon could not ſpeak, except it was 
immediately after he was come out of his Trance, 
and never could be brought to pronounce a ſenſi- 
ble Word more than Ay or No, as hath been faid, 
unleſs when he was pronouncing his Oracles. 

There happened ſomething with reſpe& to 
Nixon, and his going to Court, like what I met 
with in the Pamphlet you ſent me, call'd the 
Drummer of Tedworth. For as that Drummer 
left beating, when King Charles's Courtiers came 

5 to 
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to be upon the Watch with him, and would not 
ſatisfy their Curioſity; ſo our Clown of a Pro- 
phet, after he came to Court was entirely dumb, 
and pronounced no more Prophecies. It is faid 
he was not long there before he was ſtarved. 

Nixon was very grateful to his Maſter Cholmon- 
deley; he propheſied that the Heir to be born to 
the Family threeſcore and ten Years after, ſhould be 
endowed with very eminent Qualifications, and ar- 
rive at greater Honours than any of his Anceſtors had 
done: That he ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf by his 
Loyalty and Services to the King then reigning ; 
and that after the happy Settlement which would 
ſucceed the Struggle, the Peace would be laſting, 
with a continued Series of Honours and Glory to the 
Nation. This Child, ſaid Nixon, ſhall be known by 
the Appearance of an Eagle at the Time of his 
Birth, with the Circumſtances mentioned in your 
Prophecy. A long Time before the Eagle ap- 
peared, the Country People uſed to look out for 
it; and as often as the Lady of Yale-Royal lay- 
in, they would cry, Where is the Eagle; when will 
Nixon's Heir be born? The Appearance of the 
Eagle was about five and twenty Years ago; 
The Lady who lay-in was Aunt to Henry St. 
John, the late Lord Bolingbroke; when ſhe was 
in Labour, ſhe heard great Shoutings and Accla- 

mations of Joy; and enquiring the Reaſon, was 
told, The Eagle ſo long talked of is come. Upon 
which her Siſter and Mr, J. S. who are both liv. 
ing, went to the Window, ſaw the Eagle fitting 
on the Bough, and looked at it above a Quarter 
of an Hour, It was ſeen alſo by ſeveral Thous 
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ſands of People, and is ſuch a Confirmation of 
Nixon's Prophecy, that the Truth of it is no 
where doubted of in this County by either Gen- 
tle or Simple. There is ſome Variation in the 
Original Prophecy from what is mentioned in 
your Prophecy about the Competitors for the 
Kingdom; the Germans, Dutch, and Danes are 
to conquer thoſe that bring Fire and Famine, 
Plague and Murder in the Folds of their Garment ; 
and we can underſtand none but the French by 
ſuch bloody Invaders; none but French Papiſts 
would bring ſuch Deſtructions among Proteſtants. 
As for the Miller Peter, he was born about the 
Time of the Revolution; and Nixon propheſied 
that he ſhould have two Heels on one Foot, and 
be Knighted; the two Heels he hath already, 
but the Spurs are not come to his Lot. Yet 
however, the Country People in his Neigh- 
bourhood have made a Knight of him theſe many 
Years, and Honeſt Peter the Miller is Sir Peter 
in every one's Mouth. | 

I muſt here correct an Error of Mr Addiſon in 
his Freebolder, who has not read your Prophecy 
with that Attention and Regard which a Thing 
of ſuch Importance deſerves; for he gives Peter the 
Miller #200 Thumbs, whereas Nixon gives him #wo 
Heels, A Miſtake in the Text of a Prophecy is 
of very dangerous Conſequence ; and I doubt not, 
but upon this Notice, in future Editiogs, this 
Error will be corrected, and Juſtice done to 
honeſt Peter the Miller. 2 
5 | Jam, Sir, Your's, 


WILLIAM EWERS, 
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BOOKS printed for Cn ant us Cox BET T, of Ad- 


diſon' Head, againſt St Dunſtan's Church, Fleet- 
15 ſtreet. | | 
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LY Talian Book-keeping, reduced into an Art. Being an entire 
I new and compleat Syſtem of Accompts in general, demon- 


. trated" in a Chain of Conſequences, from clear and ſelf-evident 


Principles. To which is added, The greateſt Variety of Merchants 
Accompts, with an Explanation of all the Terms of Art, which have 
commonly been made uſe of, together with proper Reflections on 
the Whole, by Haftcraf? Stephens, Accomptant; With a Preface 
ſhewing the Nature and Uſefulneſs of this Art, by Jags WEIR, 
Gent. 'The Second Edition. To which is added, The true Value, 
according to our Engliſh Standard, of every Coin throughout the 
World, in one handſome Volume in 4to. Price 16. 

II. The Tideſman's and Weigher's New Pocket Companion. 
"Containing every Rule in Arithmetick, both Vulgar and Decimal ; 
neceſſary for Tideſmen and Weighers to underſtand, _—__—— 
Bales, Caſes, or Wainicot, after the Cuſtom-Houſe Manner. Alfo 
the whole Art of Caſk-Gauging, hy Thomas Worley, "Teacher of 
the Mathematicks ; a neat Pocket-Volume. Price bound 1. © 7, 

III. The Law concerning Pawnbrokers and Uſurers. Contain- 
ing all the Statutes and Caſes in Law and Equity extant, which re- 


| Late tõ Pawns and Uſury; diſpoſed under proper Heads: Particu- 


larly ſhewing, what Intereſt» and Property a Pawnbroker and the 
Pawner have in Things pawned ; how Pawns may be uſed, when, 
by whom, and on what Terms redeemed when ſold, and the Con- 
fequence of their being damaged, ſtolen, or loſt, and the Pro- 
ceedings relating to Pawns ; alſo what Uſury is, what Courts have 
Juriſdiction of it, when uſurious Contracts, as Bonds, Covenants, 
&c. are void; the Effect of paying Money before it is due; where a 


Receipt of Money is uſurious, or Acceptance of Goods in lieu 


thereof; Proceedings in Caſes of Uſury, &c. Concluding with a 
Summary of the Whole, with Remarks ſuited to the Capacities 
and Uſes of the common People, or thoſe who are unacquainted 
with Law Terms, &c. a neat Pocket Volume. Price bound 28. 
IV. The Toy for Miſs Thumb, to learn A, B, C; or the little 
Maſters and Miſſes Story=Book, to allure them to Learning. De- 
corated with Pictures for Children to play with before they go to 
School. Price, finely bound, 6d. ry FEY (264 
V. Jacky Nory's Story-Book for all little Maſters and Miſſes, to 


be told to them by their Nurſes, till. they can tell them themſelves. 


By Nurſe Lovechild. Adorned with Sculptures. Price Sixpence: 


finely bound. g A 
VI. The Beauties of the Engine) L Gang of all the 


celebrated Paſſages, Soliloquies, Similies, Deſcriptions, and other 
poetical Beauties in the Engliſh Plays, antient and modern; con- 

tinued down to the preſent Time, digeſted under proper Heads in 

Apahbetical Order, with the Names of the Plays, and their ſeve- 
ral Authors referred to. In two neat Pocket Volumes. Price 5 s. 
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